India should accede to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention (APMBC) and clear all mined areas as a matter
of priority.

CONTAMINATION

India is contaminated with mines, mainly as a result

of large-scale mine-laying by government forces on

and near the Line of Control (LoC) separating India and
Pakistan during the 1971 war and the 2001-02 stand-off
between the two states. Anti-personnel and anti-vehicle
mines were laid on cultivated land and pasture, as well
as around infrastructure and a number of villages.

Despite occasional official claims that all the mines laid
were subsequently cleared, reports of contamination
and casualties have persisted. A media reportin 2013
cited a government statement that about 20km? of
irrigated land was still mined in the Akhnoor sector

of the LoC alone.! Security forces also have reported
extensive use of mines and improvised explosive
devices (IEDs) by Maoist insurgents in the north-
eastern states of Bihar, Chhattisgarh, and Jharkhand,
although mine types usually are not specified and may
include command-detonated as well as victim-activated
explosive devices.? A media report in October 2016 also
alleged that the Indian military had threatened to lay
mines along the Punjab border with Pakistan, after
clashes and increasing tensions in the region.®

In July 2017, according to a media account, the Indian
Army was manually clearing mines in the border
districts of Jammu and Kashmir and was procuring
more advanced demining equipment with a view to of
improving safety and decreasing the number of deminer
casualties.* In June 2016, India’s NDTV news reported
that the Indian army was demining areas of the LoC

in Rajouri district, Kashmir, in order to return land to
communities for agricultural use as it vacated fields
near the border that were reportedly taken over and
mined during the Kargil Conflict in 1999 and Operation
Parakaram in 2001.°

In 2016-17, a number of landmine incidents continued to
be reported, primarily involving Indian army personnel,
but also civilians, including an 18 year-old girl who

was reportedly injured in a landmine explosion in

north Kashmir’s Baramulla district which an official
confirmed involved an “underground mine” close to

the Uri army camp located near the village where she
lived.® In May 2016, a large forest fire which broke out on
the Pakistani side of the LoC spread through Balakote
sector of Poonch district was reported to have triggered
mine detonations, with eight mine explosions reported,
according to a senior police officer.’



In September 2017, three soldiers were reportedly injured
in a mine explosion while on a routine patrol in Kashmir’s
Kupwara district.® In August 2017, it was reported that an
Indian soldier was injured in a mine blast near the LoC

in Keran sector of Jammu and Kashmir.? In December
2016, another soldier was reportedly seriously injured in
a mine incident along the LoC, in Poonch district.'® Similar
incidents were reported in Kargil, Kupwara, and Poonch
districts along the LoC."

In 2016-17, there were also numerous reports of Maoist
rebels using “landmines” and IEDs, causing civilian and
military casualties in Chhattisgarh state.

PROGRAMME MANAGEMENT

India has no civilian mine action programme. The
Director-General of Military Operations decides on mine
clearance after receiving assessment reports from the
command headquarters of the respective districts where
mine clearance is needed.
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STATES NOT PARTY

LAND RELEASE
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